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“Ask me about the
AARP Auto
Insurance Program
from The Hartford.”
Now available in your area!

Jason Wahl

NEEFUS STYPE AGENCY INC

This auto insurance is designed exclusively for AARP members – and
is now available through your local Hartford independent agent!

Call Today for your FREE, no-obligation quote:

631-722-3500

www.academyprintingservices.com
The Peconic Bay Shopper is published monthly, excluding January.

On the Cover:

PICKING FLOWERS:
This October 4, 1954 day shows Mrs. Mehl’s afternoon kindergarten
class picking flowers on the Main Road in Southold. This graduating Class of 1967 traveled to the field in front of the Grigonis house,
across from the present Feather Hill. Photo by Gertrude Mahl.
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The AARP Automobile Insurance Program from The Hartford is underwritten by Hartford Fire Insurance Company and its affiliates, One Hartford Plaza, Hartford CT 06155.
CA license number 5152. In Washington, the Program is underwritten by Trumbull Insurance Company. AARP does not employ or endorse agents or brokers. AARP and
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purposes of AARP. AARP membership is required for Program eligibility in most states. Applicants are individually underwritten and some may not qualify. Specific
features, credits, and discounts may vary and may not be available in all states in accordance with state filings and applicable law. You have the option of purchasing a
policy directly from The Hartford. Your price, however, could vary, and you will not have the advice, counsel or services of your independent agent.
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PICKING PEAS:
The Joseph Satkoski farm and farm stand was located on the southeast corner of Youngs Avenue and Route 48, Southold. This 1961
photo shows pea pickers Lena Butkovich, Mary Lekich and Agnes
Satkoski.

Have you looked at a copy of “Trawling My Town” by Southold Town
Historian Antonia Booth? 100% of the sales is donated to help
the homeless through “John’s Place” or “Maureen’s Haven” $20.
Available at Academy Printing. Stop in and flip through it.
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by Antonia Booth, Southold Town Historian

S

outhold, both as colony and town, has always enjoyed an abundance of fresh fish and shellfish, as well as fresh fruits and vegetables. In 1609, the explorer Henry
Hudson found on Long Island “a vast number of plumb trees loaded with fruit…many of them covered with grapevines of different kinds.” Seventeenth century
town records give accounts of wild turkeys at Oysterponds as well as hogs.
   Southold has also had many inns and restaurants from colonial times to the present. This iteration of Once Upon a Town will tell you a little about some of them.
A NOTEWORTHY RESTAURANT is the
imposing building on the north side of the
main road in Southold hamlet that is now
(in 2014) North Fork Table and Inn. With
a little help from my friends I was able to
piece together a chronology of the owners.
On an 1873 map of Southold the property
is marked Payne, an old name in Southold.
A 1909 atlas shows the owner as J.M. Post.
Early in the 1920s it was owned by Charles
Post (possibly a connection?) Those Posts
were a retired couple from Brooklyn who
named the place The Sunrise Inn. For a time
it was owned by Ida and Valentine Fitall
and in the 1940s it became The Southold
Inn, proprietor Jimmy Hallas. Helen Devery
owned the Inn in the 1950s. She sold it to
Dom and Doris Zito, who, in turn, sold to
Robert and Christine Hascoat in 1975. The
Hascoats named their elegant restaurant
La Gazelle and brought fine French food to
Southold until Robert’s death in 1995. For
a while it was L’Hotel Coeur des Vignes run
by Donna Marie and George Pavlou with
their son, Aristodemos Pavlou as chef. Since
2006, the Inn has been owned by renowned
chefs Gerry Hayden and Claudia Fleming.
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BETWEEN SOUTHOLD AND GREENPORT ON THE BAY, this building was associated with sea food from 1948 when Captain Carl Reiter towed a
navy ammunition barge from Boston to Southold, until Hurricane Sandy destroyed it in 2012. In his book, The Food and Wine of the North Fork, John
Ross describes the complicated relationship between Ed “Armando” Cappa and the Reiter family. Armando first leased the restaurant operated by the
Reiter family, then, after a disagreement, he opened his own Seafood Barge Restaurant and the Reiter restaurant became The Old Barge. For a while
Armando and his wife Marie owned three restaurants, the Barge, Ciccilino’s and Crispy Chicken and Fish. In 2012, Hurricane Sandy did a number on
all the buildings in the area, destroying most of the Barge. The DEC is turning the space where the restaurant used to be into a ramp for kayaks. Reiter’s
Old Barge became Pepi’s – closed for a while after Sandy but recently reopened.
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MITCHELL’S RESTAURANT: 1933 TO 1978. Opened by Harry Mitchell in 1933 the popular restaurant, on Front Street, flourished until it was destroyed by fire
in 1978. The dining room was operated by Pauline Mitchell who provided good food at a reasonable price, making the eating place attractive both to local people
(Greenport Rotary met in a separate dining room there) and Sunday drivers. Harry Mitchell made seven separate purchases of the restaurant, a 16 unit motel,
and a marina with space for 130 boats, making the Mitchell family owners of nearly a third of Greenport’s waterfront property. For several more photographs of
the exterior and interior of the dining place see Images of America: Greenport by Antonia Booth and Thomas Monsell
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Three Charles Meredith photographs of
THE OLD MILL INN, MATTITUCK
The photo on page 6 shows the interior in 1937,
and on this page, the interior and exterior in 1956.
Same bar, different chairs, tables from round to
square, and in the later picture, a Philadelphia
Eagles pennant.

Originally a tidal mill on
Mattituck Inlet, the building
was sold because a new
steam-powered mill was
built.
The old mill became a
tavern in 1902. A speakeasy
during Prohibition, the
tavern is still doing business
as a popular restaurant on
West Mill Road in 2014.

We have cards, gifts and disposable cameras!
...and don’t forget the balloons!

We’re your source
for suntan lotion,
souvenir shirts and gifts,
beach chairs and beach toys,
coolers,
snacks
and more!

Congratulations Dan, Stephanie and Kenji, and the Class of 2014!
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PRIOR TO 1910, this building on Front Street, Greenport, was the home of Samuel
Moore and his family. In the 1920s, it became Steve’s Vienna Restaurant; Stephen Cvija
(pronounced Civ-cha) was host of this elegant eatery with tuxedo-clad waiters. Actors
like Douglas Fairbanks and Mary Pickford motored out from Manhattan to dine there.
Above was a hotel with twenty rooms.
In 1947, new owner Edward Mc Comber changed the name to The Hotel Greenport.
Later it became Helen’s Restaurant with “tables for ladies” and “home cooking”, then
Helen’s Bar and Grill. Bob Copas and his wife, Helen, bought the place in 1974, naming
it Rhumb Line. In 2014, the restaurant has the same name but different owners.
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ON STERLING HARBOR IN GREENPORT: this distinguished building on Main Street was originally the home of whaling captain George Cogswell
who built it in 1835. Lillian Cook Townsend purchased the structure in 1926, turning it into an inn. In the early 1950s the Townsend Manor Inn was
bought by the Gonzalez family and has been operated by them ever since. During the 1970s the inn became a resort with docking facilities, guest rooms
(and suites) and a swimming pool.
SERVING THE EAST END SINCE 1927

“Wow, this is really nice.”
-Motor Trend

Introducing The All New
2015 Chrysler 200

“When I ﬁrst sat in this car,
I couldn’t help but smile.
Well-done, Chrysler.
Thank you, designers and
engineers.

Now In-Stock!

This is the Chrysler 200 I
have been waiting for…
It’s a ﬁne machine.”
- Motor Trend

MULLEN MOTORS

East Main Street, SOUTHOLD • 765-3564
www.mullendealsoftheweek.com • www.mullenmotors.com

See Dealer For Details. Chrysler, Jeep, Dodge, SRT and Ram are registered trademarks of Chrysler Corporation, LLC.
In-Stock Vehicles Only. Not responsible for Unintended Errors of Omissions.

©2014 LGM creative, LLC/631.775.7844
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This issue’s “Once Upon a Town” took us back to several old restaurants in Southold Town. We’d like to take this opportunity to invite North Fork owners of
old buildings, or business owners in old buildings, to share any historic photos and information that would be of interest to our readers and help us document
local history. The photo above is one of our archive favorites. Most will recognize this as Claudio’s Restaurant, the oldest same family run restaurant in the
USA (since 1870).

