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This 1964 Charlie Meredith shot shows, at the light on the corner of Young’s
Avenue and Southold’s Main Street, that passing on the right is sometimes
dangerous and illegal. In the peanut gallery to the right are Ron Butkovich,
George Berry, Sr, Bob Salter and Bill Rusch. To their right was the Southold
Savings Bank, later North Fork Bank and now Capital One Bank. Across
the street is Mary Goubeaud’s hair salon (Salon de Goubeaud) and Owen
Averette’s Mobile gas station where gas was around 23¢ per gallon.
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Marratooka
ClubHouse
by Dan McCarthy

  Rev Charles Edmiston Craven’s A History of Mattituck, Long
Island, N.Y. (which is available for research at both the Whitaker Historical Collection and the Southold Historical Society) mentions “The
‘greate ffresh pond’ – the beautiful lake, covering about sixty acres,
to which Mr. Chas. W. Wickham has given the euphonious name of
Marratooka, calling his farm, which is part of the original {William}
Purrier property, ‘Marratooka Farm,’ sending far and wide the deserv- The gate on the Marratooka Clubhouse property, undated, courtesy of the Mattituck-Laurel Library.
ing ‘Marratooka butter,’ and harvesting from the lake annually a fine
23, 1935 and was attended by nearly 800 John Tuthill Sr. and Deliverance King
crop of ‘Marratooka ice.’ ”
descendants.
   When these lands were allotted, the lake lay north of the highway. The transfer
= Saturday, August 21, 1937, the beautiful and spacious grounds of the Marraof the highway to the north side of the lake was done fifty years later.
tooka Club saw a Peconic Lodge Bake. According to the July 22, 1937 Long Island
   Marratooka Clubhouse is located on Peconic Bay in Mattituck. According
Traveler which listed the event forthcoming: “The committee was fortunate in
to the Arcadia Publishing Company-published Images of America – Mattituck and
securing the services of the Tuthill Bros. of Mattituck. These competent artists
Laurel by Norman Wamback, Jeffrey M. Walden, and Gerard M. Matovcik, Great
are widely known for their ability to stage a ‘Bake,’ and so-joining Masons, who
Peconic Bay waterfront was being sold to non-residents so they could obtain sumhave a longing for a real feast of clams, chicken, corn, lobster, and all of the other
mer houses.
ingredients of the bake are assured that this event will satisfy that longing. The
Marratooka Clubhouse grounds were open that August 1937 and there were “outPublished Events at the Marratooka Club House \
door games of all kinds. There were outdoor facilities for bathing and a beautiful
= The Watchman (Of the Sunrise Trail) dated November 1, 1934 listed that bluefish
porch shelter for those who wished to play cards.”
was for dinner. “The men of the Marratooka Club dined on this excellent sea food
= In August of 1939, the Suffolk County Bankers’ clambake that was held at the
at the October meeting held at the club house last Saturday.”
Marratooka Club saw Mr. and Mrs. F. C. Orth among those who attended, ac= It was the tercentenary of the birth of John Tuthill Sr., born July 16, 1635, a
cording to the August 31, 1939 County Review.
Southold Founder. The celebration was held at the Marratooka Club on August
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A view of the Marratooka Clubhouse from the Bay circa 1930. (Courtesy of Mattituck-Laurel Historical Society and Museums.)
= During the Southold Town Tercentenary in 1940, there was a Picnic for Old Families
held at the Marratooka Club. This scheduled session was organized to bring families of Southold Founders together during Southold’s 300th Anniversary that year.
\
   In 1940, Southold’s Ann Hallock Currie-Bell copyrighted the publication
known as Old Southold Town’s Tercentenary. (Old Southold Town’s Tercentenary is
available for research at both the Whitaker Historical Collection and the Southold
Historical Society.) In 1960, Ann Hallock Currie-Bell became president of the
Southold Historical Society. The cover design and drawings for Old Southold Town’s
Tercentenary were by her husband, Thomas Currie-Bell. “The week of June 30-July
7, 1940 has marked the celebration period of the tercentenary of Southold Town’s
vulnerable age.” The 300th year celebration ended up reaching some acclaim and
we can graciously acknowledge Ann Hallock Currie-Bell for taking the time to
pursue research and capturing very definitely more than just the true essence of
the events that were offered. This was a true happening!
   Also included in the pages of this volume is separate tribute to the Old First
Church’s Celebration. (Southold First Presbyterian Church was founded October
21, 1640.) It was noted that both committees coordinated their programs for the
same week.

  Old Southold Town’s Tercentenary reminds us that the “Old Families” idea was
initiated by a member of the Tercentenary Committee: Russell L. Davidson. Mr.
Davidson was requested to compose an item on “his general aim in the starting
of the project.” He wrote about “The Old Families Movement” saying that “Soon
after the General Committee started planning for the Celebration the suggestion
was presented that a serious effort be made to interest descendants of the Founding Families in the plans.” In Mr. Davidson’s write-up, he definitely and rightfully
captures that it was truly special that there was no action ever taken before in
all of the three hundred years of the town’s life to make descendants conscious
of the home of their forefathers. These Founding Fathers’ descendants now had
wandered into every corner of the continent. Of course it was practically impossible
to establish a contact with more than a scattering of the thousands of descendants.
But action was taken and the result phenomenal.
   Mr. Davidson’s composition also shared that: “To Justice Case and his committee much gratitude is due. The work of circularizing is expensive work, and
the committee was limited in the amount it could expend. The task of securing
names of distant descendants is a slow and arduous one. An excellent beginning
has been made. The Celebration Committee feels that Southold Town stands to

—————————— The Peconic Bay Shopper •

Preserving Local History

• OCTOBER 2016 ——————————

5

MEMBERS OF THE MARRATOOKA CLUB, 1921

This photo of club members, courtesy of Mattituck-Laurel Historical Society and Museums, has the numbers with corresponding names written on the back of the photo:
1. Otto Anrig, 2. Henry J. Reeve, 3. Terry Tuthill Jr., 4. Jas. Terry, 5. Ralph Tuthill, 6. Nat S. Tuthill, 7. Leon Howell, 8. Valentine Smith, .9. John T. Young,
10. Rev. P. E. Radford, 11. Geo. J. Tuthill, 12. Charles J. McNulty, 13. Wm V. Duryea, 14. Charles (Chet) Robinson, 15. Phillip R. Tuthill, 16. Wm Barker,
17. John Duryea, 18. Ernest Tuthill, 19. James A. Gildersleeve, 20. Clarence Tuthill, 21. Geo Penny, 22. P. B. Ruland
benefit tremendously from such a movement and trusts that out of the beginning may grow eventually a nation-wide organization of the descendants of the
Founding Fathers.”
\
  Chairman of the Old Families Committee, Oliver W. Case, was also chairman
of The Old Families Picnic held at the Mattituck Marratooka Club.
   On the afternoon on July 4, 1940, at Marratooka Club, Mattituck, there was
a great gathering of the clans of the Founding Families held in the close of the
afternoon. Members of the home town issued quite a warm welcome to “those
from distant parts.” It was noted that the Southold High School band played
during the entire afternoon and many photographs were taken. There was a
placarding marking a spot for the meeting of the members for each family. “They
all found their right spots, but there was also an interchange of visits from placard
to placard.” You see folks: There was reasonable beautiful communication and
special memories shared. “Tuthills spoke to Moores, and Terrys to Corwins, and
Youngses to Conklins.” A tag was supplied so each descendant could have his/
her his family name/surname visible.
   Mrs. Richard P. Vail was chairman of the hospitality committee. The committee offered “individual lunch boxes in plenteous number for the guests”.
Russell Davidson also wrote that “Captain ‘Ollie’ Case [plus] a large committee
of workers of both the Descendants’ Committee and Picnic Committee, must
indeed be heartily thanked for their long weeks of preparation.”
\
   According to the August 21, 1941 Long Island Traveler Mattituck Watchman,
the Suffolk County Bankers’ Association held its eighth annual outing and it was
at the Mattituck Marratooka Club. The chairman of the committee was Philip
R. Tuthill, president of the Mattituck National Bank. The party was held for the
bankers and their wives and families. A softball game was scheduled that would
host both North and South Shores. Horseshoes was a part of the festivities as
well as water sports. There was “bridge for the ladies”. A Rhode Island bake was
prepared by Clarence and Ralph Tuthill and Carlton Dickerson “to be opened

at 6 o’clock, topping off the day’s festivities, which are usually enjoyed by from
150 to 200 persons”.
\
   The Marratooka Club got to shine yet again. In August of 1942, according
to the August 27, 1942 County Review, Rev. and Mrs. Wells H. Fitch and Rev.
Alec H. Shaw, who were both of the East Marion Congregational Church, were
given a picnic lunch at the Marratooka Club. The two gentlemen were “moving
on” and “changing their locations”.
\
   A column was supplied by the Mattituck-Laurel Library Reference Staff saying that in 1945 when Lincoln’s Birthday occurred, “the men of the Marratooka
Club held their annual dinner and election of officers”. The elected president
was Ernest C. Tuthill, Vice-president was I. Dudley Pike and Fred H. Boutcher
Sr. was secretary and treasurer. Elmer D. Ruland Sr. was re-elected Trustee.
   “As per custom,” dinner was cooked by Dr. P. E. Radford and consisted of
“Creamed chicken on hot biscuits, mashed potatoes, apple sauce, ice cream, coffee, and other good things”. He was given high regards of thanks by the clubmen,
and promised to be back for the same dinner next year.
\
   July 5, 1951 Long Island Traveler-Mattituck Watchman: “Members of the Marratooka Club met at the clubhouse Saturday for their July dinner, which turned
out to be Thanksgiving in July, with Chief Chef Clarence Tuthill and committee
putting on a turkey dinner, with all the trimmings except turnips”.
\
   The July 2, 1958 Long Island Traveler shared information about the Mattituck
Presbyterian Church and its “newly completed Christian Education building.”
Westbury resident Raymond Suarez was the architect. Mattituck’s Harold R.
Reeve and Sons was the contractor. Plumbing was done by the North Fork Oil and
Heat of Mattituck. Mattituck’s William L. Barker Jr. handled the electrical work.
\
   Marratooka Club celebrated its 50th anniversary in September 1971. A deli-
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SERVING THE EAST END SINCE 1927

cious clambake was enjoyed by about 30 members, their wives, and several wives
of those who happened to be former members and those particular wives were the
honored guests.
   President Cecil T. Young welcomed all to this quite festive occasion as he also
read the Charter members’ names. According to the Gildersleeve Scrapbooks that
includes a dated September 23, 1971 column about the event, “There are three
surviving Charter members: Elmer D. Ruland, Ernest Tuthill, and Walter C. Grabie”.
Mr. Grabie was unable to attend as he was sick.
   The interesting history of the club from its beginning was given by Judge Ralph
Tuthill. Philip R. Tuthill gathered some men of the community together to form
what is still called Marratooka Club to consist of never more than 30 members.
They purchased 125 feet of beautiful property on Peconic Bay in Mattituck from
Cedric C. Wickham. The clubhouse that was designed by Cedric C. Wickham was
erected under the direction of the late Walter Robinson, and it is still in use today.
   Organization of the club included that the fact that “A dinner was put on the
last Saturday of each month and six committees were formed who cook twice a year,
the men cooking for the most part”.
   In September 1971: “Eleven of the original families are still in the club, membership is generally handed down from father to son. The purpose of the club was
to enable families to enjoy the beach and bathing privileges as well as using the
clubhouse for parties and picnics.”
\
= Our Redeemer Lutheran Church on Griffing Avenue and corner of Pulaski Street
in Riverhead held a Divine Worship with Pastor Rev. William D. Rusch on Sunday,
July 9, 1960. After the service, cars left the church for the annual church picnic,
and it was held at the Marratooka Club, Mattituck.
= July 21, 1960 had a Sunday School Picnic held at the Marratooka Club House.
= A family picnic was held in July 1960 at the Club House. The affair was sponsored
by Laura Fanning Tuthill, Leila Hallock Tuthill, Rosetta Luce Tuthill, Anne Luce
Tuthill, and Edith Tuthill Leicht. It was organized in honor of Dallas Bryden Tuthill
(son of Jay and Blanche Cheney Tuthill), his charming Austrian wife Helga, and
their three children. Dallas had graduated from Vienna University and was to serve
his internship in Walter Reid Hospital in Baltimore, Maryland, and also reside. He
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Photo of the Marratooka Clubhouse courtesy of
Mattituck-Laurel Historical Society and Museums.

[\

Below: Photo of the Marratooka Clubhouse courtesy of
Gail Dries Ford’ mother, Sandra Barker Dries.
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served for some years as an officer in the U. S. Army.
= The Gildersleeve Scrapbooks are on board the Mattituck-Laurel Library website.
I found the July 27, 1972 obituary for Eliza S. Barker. Mrs. Barker was the widow
of the late William L. Barker of Mattituck. Mrs. Barker died July 25, 1972 at the
Eastern Long Island Hospital in Greenport. She was born in Amagansett on July 29,
1894. “Mrs. Barker is survived by two sons, Robert Barker and William Barker, both
of Mattituck; a sister, Mrs. Sarah Edwards of Amagansett; four grandchildren and
two great grandchildren. Funeral services were held on Thursday, July 27th at 2:00
P.M. at the Mattituck Presbyterian Church with Rev Frederick E Hummel, pastor
of the church, officiating. Interment is in New Bethany Cemetery, Mattituck.”
= Saturday, September 24, 2016, the members of the Marratooka Clubhouse
celebrated their 95th anniversary. Southold Historical Society and Whitaker Historical Collection patron Gail Ford’s great-grandfather (William L. Barker) was one
of the founding members of the Marratooka Clubhouse. Mr. Barker owned the
Mattituck Barker’s Pharmacy.
[\
Gail Dries Ford proudly shared that her great-grandfather just happens to be in
that photo on page 48 in Images of America – Mattituck and Laurel (printed on page
5 in this issue). Her great-grandfather is the first one in the first row, kneeling, with
a hat on. She said that William L. Barker Sr.’s “ancestry cannot be traced to an
original North Fork family. He came from Elizabethtown, NY.”
[\
I’d like to offer thanks to Gail Dries Ford and her family as well as Mattituck-Laurel
Library Director Jeff Walden and Reference Librarian Jerry Matovcik, plus MattituckLaurel Historical Society & Museum President Norman Wamback. As a part-time
archivist with both the Whitaker Historical Collection and the Southold Historical
Society who worked on the 2015 Southold 375th Anniversary Committee, I am so looking forward to the June 2017 Southold Historical Society Founding Families Weekend.
The Whitaker Historical Collection is located in the Southold Free Library and is open Mondays,

Wednesdays, and Fridays, from 1 to 4pm or by appointment. Staff members will be available to help.
Southold Historical Society Headquarters is located in the Prince Building on the Main Road
in Southold just east of the Main Street Grill. Dan McCarthy is available on Wednesdays from
9-3. Visit on the web at www.southoldhistoricalsociety.org or call (631) 765-5500 for further
information.
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Greenport Village School House, Third Street, on Old Cook’s Pond, circa 1900. Courtesy of Stirling Historical Society.
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The ever-changing Greenport landscape! — showing the rear entrance to Mitchell’s Restaurant, now Mitchell Park circa 1965.
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