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“Ask me about the
AARP Auto
Insurance Program
from The Hartford.”
Now available in your area!

Jason Wahl

NEEFUS STYPE AGENCY INC

This auto insurance is designed exclusively for AARP members – and
is now available through your local Hartford independent agent!

Call Today for your FREE, no-obligation quote:

631-722-3500

www.academyprintingservices.com
The Peconic Bay Shopper is published monthly, excluding January.

On the Cover:

The Helen Keller House: a contemporary photo, and a look at the
house as it stood newly built on open space in 1930. See story page 3.

Color photo courtesy of Ian Toy, 1930s photo courtesy of Oliver Rogers Penfield.

Reader feedback:

Thank you to Edward Loper Jr. who corrected our interpretation of the names handwritten on the back of a photo
we printed. (March issue, page 22: First Day After Prohibition,
April 7, 1933, Claudio’s Restaurant, Greenport.) The man to the
far left (cropped here) was his great-grandfather John Davis
(not “John Doris”). The seventh man in was Jack Verity (not “Berity”).
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Jason Wahl
NEEFUS STYPE AGENCY INC
54985 Main Road
Southold, NY 11971
jwahl@nsainsure.com
www.nsainsure.com

The AARP Automobile Insurance Program from The Hartford is underwritten by Hartford Fire Insurance Company and its affiliates, One Hartford Plaza, Hartford CT 06155.
CA license number 5152. In Washington, the Program is underwritten by Trumbull Insurance Company. AARP does not employ or endorse agents or brokers. AARP and
its affiliates are not insurers. Paid endorsement. The Hartford pays royalty fees to AARP for the use of its intellectual property. These fees are used for the general
purposes of AARP. AARP membership is required for Program eligibility in most states. Applicants are individually underwritten and some may not qualify. Specific
features, credits, and discounts may vary and may not be available in all states in accordance with state filings and applicable law. You have the option of purchasing a
policy directly from The Hartford. Your price, however, could vary, and you will not have the advice, counsel or services of your independent agent.
107293 4th Rev

Have you looked at a copy of “Trawling My Town” by Southold Town
Historian Antonia Booth? 100% of the sales is donated to help
the homeless through “John’s Place” or “Maureen’s Haven” $20.
Available at Academy Printing. Stop in and flip through it.
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by Ian Toy

T

he East End of Long Island was home to the last summer Annie Sullivan and Helen Keller spent together. The pair rented a house on Cedar
Beach in Southold. Annie passed away several weeks later, in autumn of 1936.
   Before the Great Depression, the area surrounding Cedar Beach was
being prepared for a large subdivision, entitled “Cedar Beach Park”. It was
supposed to become a summer colony built around the Cedar Beach Inn,
which would include nearly two hundred lots with access to tennis courts,
beaches, and boardwalks. Most likely a result of the widespread economic
failure, the subdivision was never developed as planned; however, one house
was built, and it later became known as the “Helen Keller House”.
   During the time of Annie and Helen’s stay, the house was owned by
the Rogers family, who purchased it in the early thirties. Their presence on
the North Fork’s East End was mentioned in the September 11th, 1936 issue
of Suffolk County News, and the September 16th issue of Mid-Island Mail. As
a result of Annie’s failing health, they sought a calm, scenic place to spend
the summer. Polly Thompson, Helen’s secretary, also accompanied them.
According to the Rogers’ realtor, Ed Dickenson, the three women drove
out to Cedar Beach, to personally inspect the house, from their residence
in Forest Hills.
   At the time, the house was fairly new, and was built to reflect traditional Tudor fashion (see photo on cover). It featured stucco exterior walls
with sharp, gabled roves. A large screened-in porch overlooked the water,
which was a perfect source for effortless fresh air.
   Evidence provided by Lillian Fanning Townsend, owner of the
Townsend Manor Inn from 1925-1945 in Greenport, expresses Helen’s
appreciation for the area. She and her son, Joseph Townsend, remembered
Helen and Annie, as they dined at the Inn several times over the summer. Although deaf and blind, Helen even attended the movie theatre in
Greenport!
   Unfortunately, Annie collapsed while wading in the Peconic Bay, and
was rushed to the hospital. The rapid decline of her condition concluded
the three women’s summer retreat.
   The next, and final family to own the home, was the Strauss family.
Originally from Germany, they moved to the U.S. in the 1940s to get away
from the war. Up until the 1960s, the Tudor-esque house was owned by

Ian Toy in front of the house.

Strauss, when Suffolk County claimed it through the process of eminent
domain.
   Ever since, the building has slowly been deteriorating. For a brief period
of time, Cornell Cooperative Extension, marine biology center, used the
house for lab purposes. Since the house wasn’t kept, it eventually became
too unstable to use for any purpose.
   In the 1990s, Maryann Strauss Sewell, daughter of the Helen Keller
House’s previous owners, offered to buy the house back from Suffolk County,
since it clearly wasn’t being used. Since her mother, Elizabeth, was still alive,
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Circa 1950
courtesy of
Maryann Strauss Sewell

she thought it would be nice for both of them to see their old house be resurrected. Maryann’s offer was declined, even though the building continued
to rot, serving no purpose. The southern side of the house collapsed in the

Our 92nd Year!

early 2000s, and exposed a large portion of the interior to the elements.
   By the time I discovered the history of this unique home, it was scheduled for demolition. Originally, my mother was working for the Census
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Circa 1960
courtesy of
Maryann Strauss Sewell

Bureau in 2010, which was how the house was first brought to my attention. She happened across a withered, old house, hidden behind decades of
untended trees, on her route. Later that day, she told me about the house.

I was nearly thirteen, and fascinated by architecture. The two of us went
down to Cedar Beach, and peaked at the house.
   After doing some research, I found that Helen Keller had, in fact been a
Continued on page 13...
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Not many people stop
by a car dealership,
just to say Hi.
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It’s true. If there’s one thing we’ve learned after all this
time, it’s that nothing is more important than the way
people feel when they step into our dealership.
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Sure, maybe they have a question, or need something
taken care of, but most of the time, it’s just to say hi.
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At Mullen, we recognize that this is a rare honor –
especially in today’s busy, and increasingly
impersonal, world.
And while it speaks well of us, it also speaks
volumes about the type of customers
– and friends – who have supported our
business over the past 88 years.
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Yes, we’ve made it our business to always
be there for you, no matter what - that’s our policy, and
what has made us so very successful.
But that you have been here for Us – generation after
generation, and regardless of what types of cars or
trucks we’re offering, or whether the economy
is good or bad or somewhere in-between –
that is truly extraordinary.
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We are humbled by your loyalty. Your sincere
well wishes. And the trust you place in us.
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So as we celebrate our 88th year in the same place
where we started, we realize how far we’ve come.
And just how much we owe you.
Thank You, as Always, for your Support and Friendship.
Sincerely,
The Mullen Family and Your Friends at Mullen Motors
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Thank You
MULLEN
MOTORS

Earning Your Trust Every Day Since 1927.
©2015 LGM creative, LLC/631.775.7844

East Main Street, SOUTHOLD • 765-3564
www.mullendealsoftheweek.com • www.mullenmotors.com
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by Antonia Booth, Southold Town Historian

T

he rocky shore of the North Fork on Long Island Sound was inhospitable to sailing vessels of the late nineteenth and early twentieth
centuries. There was no harbor east of Huntington that could provide
shelter for anything but small vessels. There were two lighthouses to serve
as beacons for the ships. One, at Horton’s Point, built in 1857 and another
was in Plum Gut near Orient Point, built in 1899.
   Many were the ships lost by being blown aground. Some of the ships
lost near Horton’s Point were the Rosette under the command of Captain
William Wells. The sloop was lost with all aboard in 1811 while sailing
from Southold to New York in a snowstorm. The Mute was lost the next
year, the Eliza Ann in 1827 and the Commodore, which burst into flames
on December 27, 1866 and ran aground on the rocks near the lighthouse.
Among the ships lost near Greenport were the Catherine Maria in 1835
and the Keewaydin in 1906.
Mayday! Mayday! Things have changed more recently. There have been
great meteorological advances – better and more accurate weather prediction plus new technology: marine radios with a range of up to twenty
miles. The boat operator can request assistance and with a GPS give the
exact latitude and longitude. This information would be picked up by the
Coast Guard in New London. They might call SeaTow or the boat operator
could call SeaTow directly.

Many thanks to Don Bayles, Amy Folk, Van R. Field and my dear brother-in-law,
Ed Booth

HORTON POINT LIGHTHOUSE: Land on which to build the lighthouse was
purchased by the United States government for $500. The present lighthouse
was built and the tower first lit in 1857. The foundation is granite and the lighthouse is built both of granite and stucco over bricks. The tower is 58 feet high.
   William Sinclair, a naturalized Englishman, served as the first keeper. ln
1934 the Southold Park District purchased the buildings and grounds from the
Department of Commerce for a dollar. Major restoration of the tower began in
1976. ln 1990 the l¡ghthouse was reopened and the tower lit. The Horton Point
lighthouse was listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 1994.
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RESCUE AT SEA: The black speck in the center of this photograph is a member of the crew of the Keewaydin being rescued from the schooner. He is
in a breeches buoy, something akin to a pair of canvas shorts, and is riding on a rope line fired from a short-barreled cannon designed to fire a projectile
attached to the rope to a wrecked vessel. It’s called a Lyle gun after David A. Lyle, an American army officer who invented the device.
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ON THE ROCKS: the threemasted schooner Keewaydin,
loaded with two hundred
tons of coal and bound for
Nova Scotia, let down their
anchor off the Connecticut
shore on October 6, 1906.
When they made anchorage
it was a calm and windless
night. The crew turned in
early. Later, the wind came
up and was so strong it blew
the schooner across Long
Island Sound, ending up near
the rocks close to Greenport
the next day. The captain
and crew of five were rescued
by the men of the United
States Life Saving Station
from Rocky Point, East Marion. Only the ship’s mascot,
a pet dog, was left aboard the
Keewaydin.
Continued on page 16...
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Life insurance
doesn’t have to be expensive.
I can help you protect your family at an affordable price.
Many people think that life insurance is an unnecessary
expense. But it’s not having the coverage you need that can
really cost your family. Let me show you affordable options.
Call me today.
Christopher Manfredi
(631) 765-4666
44655 County Rd. (just East of Hortons Lane)
Southold
cmanfredi@allstate.com

Availability from a particular company varies by product. Subject to availability and qualifications. Life insurance and annuities issued by Allstate Life Insurance Company, Northbrook, IL, Lincoln Benefit Life Company, Lincoln,
NE and American Heritage Life Insurance Company, Jacksonville, FL. In New York life insurance and annuities are issued by Allstate Life Insurance Company of New York, Hauppauge, NY. Guarantees are subject to the
claims-paying ability of the issuing company. Securities offered by Personal Financial Representatives through Allstate Financial Services, LLC (LSA Securities in LA and PA). Registered Broker-Dealer. Member FINRA, SIPC.
Main Office: 2920 South 84th Street, Lincoln, NE 68506. 877-525- 5727. © 2011 Allstate Insurance Company.
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Avoid the Highway Hassles!
Large, fast, comfortable ferries that will save hours off
your trip. Year-round, daily, vehicle and passenger service
between Orient Point, Long Island and New London,CT.

The
Free motorcoach
service to

Returns April 17th
Casino Connections

Sea Jet Schedule

March 2 – April 16, 2015

April 17 – 30, 2015

Connections aboard auto ferry

Up to

$38 Casino Bonus

• $10 Food Voucher or
Free Festival Buffet
• $20 Bonus Slot Play

Depart
Return
Orient Point, NY New London, CT
——————————————————————————
Monday-Sunday
7:00 AM
5:00 PM
(Auto Ferry)
9:00 AM
7:00 PM
——————————————————————————
Friday-Saturday
8:00 PM
7:00 AM
Next Day
(Auto Ferry)

April 17 – 30, 2015

Up to

$40 Casino Bonus

• $15.00 Meal Credit
• 2 - $10 Free Bets
• 1 - $5 Free Bet

Depart
Return
Orient Point, NY New London, CT
——————————————————————————
Monday-Thursday
7:00 AM
5:00 PM
(Auto Ferry)
9:00 AM
7:00 PM
——————————————————————————
Friday-Sunday
8:00 PM
5:00 PM
10:00 AM
7:00 PM
(Sea Jet)
8:00 PM
7:00 AM
Next Day

Depart
Return
New London, CT Orient Point, NY
——————————————————————————
Monday-Thursday
—
—
——————————————————————————
Friday-Sunday
7:00 AM
8:00 AM
Friday-Sunday
9:00 AM
10:00 AM
Friday-Sunday
5:00 PM
6:00 PM
Friday-Sunday
7:00 PM
8:00 PM

Sea Jet Schedule
May 1 – 23, 2015
Depart
Return
New London, CT Orient Point, NY
——————————————————————————
8:00 AM
9:00 AM
Monday-Thursday
10:00 PM
6:00 PM
——————————————————————————
7:00 AM
8:00 AM
9:00 AM
10:00 AM
Friday-Sunday
5:00 PM
6:00 PM
7:00 PM
8:00 PM

For schedule, rates and reservations: (631) 323-2525 (860) 443-5281 www.longislandferry.com

